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RECOMMENDATION 

RESOLVED, that the MSBA amend its Affirmation of Responsible Judicial 
Campaign Conduct as detailed below to conform with that of the Hennepin and 
Ramsey County Bar Associations. 
 

REPORT 
 
Background 
 
In April 2006, the MSBA adopted documents related to creation of the Judicial 
Elections Campaign Conduct Committee.  In addition to a Statement of Purpose, 
Bylaws, and Operating Procedures, an Affirmation of Responsible Judicial 
Campaign Conduct was approved.  The MSBA asks all judges in contested 
statewide races and district races outside of Hennepin and Ramsey Counties to 
sign the Affirmation.  The HCBA and RCBA formed their own Campaign Conduct 
Committees and adopted similar documents; asking judges in contested races in 
their districts to sign their Affirmation.  Over the years, changes have been made 
to the MSBA, HCBA and RCBA Affirmations, with the result that they no longer 
align.   
 
A subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee was appointed to review the different 
versions of the Affirmation and recommend whether changes should be made to 
the MSBA Affirmation, as well work with HCBA and RCBA to see if agreement 
could be reached on an identical Affirmation.  Representatives from HCBA and 
RCBA attended the subcommittee meeting on May 2, 2012.  The subcommittee 
discussed the sections of the Affirmation that differed between the three 
organizations and reached agreement on changes with HCBA and RCBA.  
Where differences existed, in some instances the MSBA language was preferred, 
in others the HCBA or RCBA language.  In some areas, a hybrid of the language 
in existence between the three versions was adopted.  Since the May 2 meeting 
the HCBA and RCBA Boards have adopted the changes agreed to by the 
subcommittee to make their Affirmations identical.   
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Consistency among Affirmations is important for both the public and those 
running for office.  The bar associations should be unified with regard to conduct 
we expect from candidates running for judicial office.  For this reason, the 
Judiciary Committee recommends that the MSBA adopt changes that will bring 
its Affirmation into conformity with that of HCBA and RCBA. 
 
 


